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Welcome! Thank you for attending the Camp Pendleton Region Academic Year 2019
Enlisted College of Distance Education Program Graduation Ceremony. The Enlisted College
of Distance Education Program currently offers three programs: the Advanced School
Seminar Program (ASSP), the Career School Seminar Program (CSSP), and the Sergeants
School Seminar Program (SSSP). Graduating today are students from the ASSP, CSSP and
SSSP. These programs were developed as part of the Marine Corps University's efforts to
afford every Marine a resident PME experience at each rank. The curriculum is derived from,
and parallel to, the resident courses offered at the SNCO Academy. The Gunnery Sergeants,
Staff Sergeants and Sergeants graduating today completed their professional military
education as an “additional requirement” outside of normal duty hours as part of the weekly
seminar program. Over the past 15 weeks students dedicated four to six hours of preparation
time weekly, in addition to the three hours of in-class seminar time. Weekly assignments
included completing a series of assigned readings, completing an Online quiz, and
participating in a three hour seminar discussion facilitated by a senior SNCO. The Sergeants
School Seminar Program provides Sergeants with the knowledge and skills necessary to
assume leadership roles of greater responsibility and to successfully perform the duties of a
small-unit leader with confidence and decisiveness. The instruction places emphasis on
leadership, warfighting, training, and administrative and communication skills that are
necessary for a sergeant to function at the squad level, lead Marines in combat, and mentor
junior Marines. The Career School Seminar Program provides Staff Sergeants with the
knowledge and skills needed to assume leadership roles of greater responsibility. Students
participated in weekly seminar discussions on critical thinking, military ethics, warfighting,
tactical fundamental, and leadership throughout the course. Additionally, the students were
required to deliver a brief; as well as write an operation order, an award citation, and an essay
on Irregular Warfare. The Career Schools Seminar Program is designed to better prepare
Staff Sergeants to serve as ethical leaders, professional warfighters, and sound decision
makers in your units. During the Advanced School Seminar Program, Gunnery Sergeants
continued to learn, at a more progressive level, about the various aspects of ethical leadership,
professional warfighting, and sound decision making. The focus was on the theories behind
Marine Corps command and control, the challenges of leadership development, participation
in the Marine Corps Planning Process, and the fundamentals of expeditionary force at the
tactical level. Graduates of this program develop a better understanding of the translation of
policy into action, and of their influence on command climate. A special “thank you” to our
adjunct faculty. Without their hard work and dedication it would have been impossible to
accomplish the goals of the program. In addition to leading the seminars, they serve as role
models and mentors. On behalf of the entire Camp Pendleton College of Distance Education
and Training, I want to congratulate today’s graduates on their accomplishment. It has been
our pleasure assisting you!
Congratulations!
Semper Fidelis
Jeffrey R. Willis



Sergeant Major Terrence C. Whitcomb
¥

Sergeant Major, 1st Marine Division

Sergeant Major Whitcomb began Marine Corps Recruit Training on 14 September
1993 at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, California with Company C, 1st
Recruit Training Battalion. He was meritoriously promoted to Private First Class and
graduated Recruit Training on 10 December 1993. Following graduation from Recruit
Training, Private First Class Whitcomb attended Marine Combat Training (MCT)
aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, California. Upon completion of Marine
Combat Training, Private First Class Whitcomb attended the Personnel
Administrative Clerk Course at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina in February 1994. In
May 1994, Private First Class Whitcomb reported to 3d Combat Engineer Battalion,
3d Marine Division Okinawa, Japan to perform duties as a Battalion Personnel Clerk.
He was promoted to the rank of Lance Corporal on 1 June 1994,

In May 1995, Lance Corporal Whitcomb reported to Marine Wing Support
Squadron 374, Marine Wing Support Group 37, 3d Marine Aircraft Wing, Marine
Corps Air Station Tustin, California to perform duties as a Squadron Personnel Clerk.
On 1 April 1996, he was promoted to the rank of Corporal. On 1 January 1998, he
was selected as Marine Wing Support Squadron 374’s “Noncommissioned Officer of
the Year” for calendar year 1997. On 1 February 1998, he was promoted to the rank
of Sergeant and assumed the billet of the Administrative Chief for the Squadron.

In June 1998, Sergeant Whitcomb reported to Inspector-Instructor Staff,
Omaha, Nebraska to perform duties as a Personnel Clerk. In April 2001, Sergeant
Whitcomb was selected as Marine of the Year, for the Nebraska Navy League. In
July 2001, Sergeant Whitcomb reported to Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego,
California to attend Drill Instructor School, Class 4-01. Upon completion of Drill
Instructor School, Sergeant Whitcomb was recognized as a distinguished graduate.
On 27 October 2001, Sergeant Whitcomb reported to Company K, 3d Recruit
Training Battalion to serve as a Drill Instructor. He was promoted to Staff Sergeant
on 1 November 2001. During his tour he held the billets of Drill Instructor, Senior
Drill Instructor, Series Gunnery Sergeant and Instructor Drill Instructor School. On 2
October 2003, he was promoted meritoriously to the rank of Gunnery Sergeant, for
being selected as the United States Marine Corps Drill Instructor of the Year 2003.



On 1 May 2005, Gunnery Sergeant Whitcomb reported to Marine Aircraft
Group 39, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, Marine Corps Air Station, Camp
Pendleton, California to perform duties as an Administrative Chief at the
Marine Aircraft Group 39, Consolidated Personnel Administration Center. In
June 2005, Gunnery Sergeant Whitcomb was reassigned to Marine Light Attack
Helicopter Squadron 169, Marine Aircraft Group 39, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing,
Marine Corps Air Station, Camp Pendleton, California to perform duties as the
Squadron Administrative Chief. During this tour, Gunnery Sergeant Whitcomb
deployed with the Squadron in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom IV 05.07.

On 23 February 2007, First Sergeant Whitcomb reported to 1st Battalion,
1st Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, California for duty
as Company First Sergeant, Company A. During this tour, First Sergeant
Whitcomb deployed with the Battalion in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom V
06.07; and the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (WESTPAC), Battalion
Landing Team 1/1. On 21 September 2009, First Sergeant Whitcomb reported
to Inspector-Instructor Staff, 3d Air Naval Gunfire Liaison Company, Marine
Forces Reserve, Bell, California for duty as Inspector-Instructor First Sergeant.

In November 2011, Sergeant Major Whitcomb was selected to his present
rank. From 15 May 2012 to 16 June 2014, Sergeant Major Whitcomb served as
Battalion Sergeant Major, 2d Recruit Training Battalion, Recruit Training
Regiment, Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, California. From 17 June
2014 to 1 June 2015, Sergeant Major Whitcomb served as Battalion Sergeant
Major, 3d Assault Amphibian Battalion, 1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton,
California. From 2 June 2015 to 17 July 2016, Sergeant Major Whitcomb
served as Sergeant Major, Marine Corps Training Mission, United Arab
Emirates. From 18 July 2016 to 25 May 2018, Sergeant Major Whitcomb
served as Sergeant Major 1st Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, Camp
Pendleton, California. During this tour, Sergeant Major Whitcomb deployed in
support of the Command Element, Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task
Force, Crisis-Response, Central Command 17.2. On 28 June 2018, Sergeant
Major Whitcomb assumed his current post as 1st Marine Division Sergeant
Major.

He possesses a Bachelor’s of Science Degree in Criminal Justice
Administration from National University, a graduate of Keystone Class 18-2,
resident Senior Enlisted Professional Military Education Course 2-10, Quantico,
Virginia, and distinguished graduate of the resident Navy Senior Enlisted
Academy, Class 157, Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island. Sergeants
Course, “Gung Ho” recipient and Advance Course superior physical fitness
recognition. He completed Army Basic Airborne Course, United States Army
Infantry Center, Fort Benning, Georgia. Sergeant Major Whitcomb’s personal
awards include the Meritorious Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal (gold star in lieu of fourth award), Navy and Marine
Corps Achievement Mendel (gold star in lieu of third award).



MGySgt Eduardo Espinal
GySgt Keith Becker, USMC

GySgt Shannon Bishop, USMC
GySgt George Caldwell Jr, USMC
GySgt Corey Debord, USMC

GySgt Rodney Deleonguerrero, USMC
GySgt Omar Encarnacion, USMC
GySgt Rubin Ervin, USMC

GySgt Harry Johnson, USMC*
GySgt Benjamin Kreutzberg, USMC
GySgt Rigoberto Ramirez, USMC
GySgt Luis Respardo, USMC

SgtMaj Ronda Kirkby
GySgt Edward Argueta, USMC
GySgt Melissa Clark, USMC
GySgt Jonathan Coffey, USMC
GySgt Joshua Colantonio, USMC
GySgt Michael Dewitt, USMC
GySgt Andrew Fallan, USMC
GySgt Kyle Ford, USMC
GySgt Justin Leibach, USMC*
GySgt Brian Moisant, USMC
GySgt Nayomi Perez, USMC
GySgt Adam Perry, USMC
GySgt Ryan Pippin, USMC
GySgt Carlos Rivera, USMC
GySgt Kevin Sanchez, USMC

* Distinguish Graduates



SgtMaj Marquis Young
GySgt Jeremy Castellucci, USMC
GySgt Kyle Dixson, USMC
GySgt Phillip Hazeley, USMC
GySgt Samuel Lynch, USMC
GySgt Daniel Martin, USMC
GySgt Edwardo Martinez, USMC
GySgt Daniel Rivera, USMC
GySgt Marcos Rodelas, USMC
GySgt Linda Scott, USMC

Mr. Melvin Roundtree SgtMaj, USMC (RET)

GySgt Mitchell Backer, USMC
GySgt Paul Cascell, USMC
GySgt Patrick Costello, USMC
GySgt Jarod Fox, USMC

GySgt Paula Hiltibidal, USMC
GySgt Matthew Hodges, USMC
GySgt Aldo Lopez, USMC
GySgt Nicholas Rinell, USMC
GySgt Cynthia Rivera, USMC
GySgt Lloyd Vermillion, USMC*

* Distinguish Graduates



A,

MSgt Alberto Ramirez
SSgt Brandon Andrade, USMC
SSgt Coreyallen Becker, USMC
SSgt Kayla Erianne, USMC
SSgt Robert Hildebrand, USMC
SSgt Kevin Lausch, USMC*
SSgt Andrew Luna, USMC
SSgt Christopher Pena , USMC
SSgt Edwin Pena, USMC

SSgt David Rodriguez, USMC
SSgt Ahmed Rossi, USMC
SSgt Sonya Schmidt, USMC
SSgt Jonathan Stark, USMC
SSgt Timothy Welch, USMC

SgtMaj Jerry Gomes

SSgt Joe Alaquinez, USMC
SSgt Nathanael Carberry, USMC
SSgt Matthew Champlain, USMC
SSgt Jonathan Courtney, USMC
SSgt Manuel De Leon, USMC
SSgt Christophe Dixon, USMC
SSgt Mark Gaglio, USMC

SSgt Steven Olsen, USMC *
SSgt Matthew Schneider, USMC
SSgt Benjamin Smith, USMC
SSgt Taylor Sund, USMC

SSgt Steward Tauch, USMC
SSgt Dawit Tesfai, USMC

SSgt Juan Urena, USMC

SSgt Karla Villeda, USMC

* Distinguish Graduates



Mr. Sean Hyman 1stSgt, USMC (RET)
SSgt Alfredo Armendariz, USMC
SSgt Shane Bailey, USMC

SSgt Nathaniel Bowman, USMC
SSgt Gerardo Colonsanchez, USMC
SSgt Josue Delcid, USMC

SSgt Justin Hanush, USMC

SSgt Catiana Lakian, USMC

SSgt Aaron Leverett, USMC

SSgt Matthew Lynn, USMC

SSgt Adam Maugeri, USMC

SSgt Jorge Mejia, USMC

SSgt Miguel Morales, USMC

SSgt Scott Salazar, USMC*

SSgt John Scruggs, USMC

1stSgt Frank Barra

SSgt Sara Burgart, USMC*

SSgt Marc Davenport, USMC
SSgt Noel Desantiago, USMC
SSgt Roneil Ebojo, USMC

SSgt John Krumsiek, USMC
SSgt Michael Lindsey, USMC
SSgt Andrew McConnell, USMC
SSgt Jacob McCoy, USMC

SSgt Alexanderp Phillips, USMC
SSgt Isaiah Porter, USMC

SSgt Jose Rojas, USMC

SSgt Logan Swain, USMC

SSgt Jozef Walters, USMC

SSgt Cole Wooten, USMC
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SgtMaj Ronda Kirkby
SSgt Geoffrey Artis, USMC
SSgt Joshua Bradley, USMC
SSgt Daniel Desousa, USMC
SSgt Sean Gutzmer, USMC
SSgt Shaun Kellam, USMC
SSgt Daniel Lecour, USMC
SSgt Andrew Lowery, USMC*
SSgt Jon McDonald, USMC
SSgt Chandler Mesa, USMC
SSgt Marlene Moran, USMC
SSgt Eduardo Munoz, USMC
SSgt Carlos Quevedo, USMC
SSgt Cresnencia Reyes, USMC
SSgt Esperanza Wilson, USMC

* Distinguish Graduates



GySgt Taylor Molina
Sgt Nolan Anderson,USMC
Sgt David Bartel, USMC

Sgt Cory Buendicho, USMC
Sgt Benjamin Christensen, USMC
Sgt Trisha Hurley, USMC*
Sgt Darius Knight, USMC
Sgt Andrew Neuman, USMC
Sgt Luis Ortiz, USMC

Sgt Daniel Salguero, USMC
Sgt Tyler Schmidt, USMC
Sgt Semen Vogman, USMC

MSgt Amy Curran
Sgt Selena Capps, USMC
Sgt Tina Charles, USMC

Sgt Tanner Coffey, USMC
Sgt Colton Diebolt, USMC
Sgt Marilee Gambino, USMC*
Sgt Jennifer Granda, USMC
Sgt Justin Henderson, USMC
Sgt Karli Louisos, USMC
Sgt Thomas Mason, USMC
Sgt Joshua Mcardle, USMC
Sgt Ezra Porter Jr, USMC
Sgt Lino Quiroz, USMC

Sgt Danny TSay , USMC

* Distinguish Graduates



Mr. Nathan Dubois MGySgt, USMC (RET)
Sgt Jennifer Canas, USMC

Sgt Kathryn Donley, USMC

Sgt Jacob Legault, USMC

Sgt Mathew Orosco, USMC

Sgt Jesus Quintanilla, USMC

Sgt Fabian Villanueva, USMC

Sgt Jacob Woods, USMC

Sgt Douglas Woodside, USMC

MSgt Richard Waer
Sgt Karla Coffey, USMC

Sgt Corey Dyer, USMC

Sgt Reid Hall, USMC

Sgt Dallas Hodges, USMC
Sgt Xavier Jones, USMC

Sgt Timothy Murillo, USMC
Sgt Danica Pena, USMC

Sgt Habtamu Sharew, USMC
Sgt Andrew Stockton, USMC
Sgt Kenneth Vaughn, USMC
Sgt Eric Vorce, USMC*

Sgt Daniel Williams, USMC
Sgt Thomas Wilson, USMC

* Distinguish Graduates



COLLEGE OF DISTANCE EDUCATION
AND TRAINING
CAMP PENDLETON CAMPUS

Adjunct Faculty

Mr. Nathan Dubois, MGySgt USMC (RET.)
Mr. Robert Hightower, SgtMaj USMC (RET.)
Mr. Sean Hyman, 1stSgt USMC (RET.)
MSgt Richard Waer, USMC

SgtMaj Marquis Young, USMC

SgtMaj Ronda Kirkby, USMC

MGySgt Eduardo Espinal, USMC

MSgt Amy Curran, USMC

Mr. Melvin Roundtree, SgtMaj USMC (RET)
1stSgt Frank Barra, USMC

GySgt Taylor Molina, USMC

MSgt Alberto Ramirez, USMC

SgtMaj Jerry Gomes, USMC

Campus Staff

Mr. Jeff Willis, Regional Director

Mr. Harrison Tanksley, SSSP & CSSP Regional Chief Instructor
Mr. Robert Hightower, ASSP Regional Chief Instructor

Ms, Monica Castillo, Administrative Assistant

Mrs. Kerrie Parsons, Administrative Assistant
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